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The year has started busily for the 
Mustard Tree with visits from the 
various bishops in Greater Manchester, 
the Archbishop of York, BBC film  
crews and, most importantly, those 
coming for support and help.  

We are seeing increased levels of need 
particularly on the training side where we 
have had to close the waiting list for the 
Freedom Project as we just have too many 
people wanting to enrol. Two crucial and 
priceless elements that allow us to serve 
as we do are committed volunteers and 
meaningful partnerships. 

We are incredibly blessed to have a team 
of amazingly committed and generous 
volunteers who give their time to help us, 
and without them we really would struggle! 

We also work alongside some great partner 
organi-sations who are also trying to make 
Manchester a better place for those who hit 
really difficult times. 

Despite sometimes being uncomfortable 
it is, I believe, healthy to need the support 
of others as it guards us from pride and 
self-sufficiency, Mustard Tree certainly 
finds itself in that place and we are hugely 
grateful for the partners and volunteers  

we have. As ever, 
thank you to all you 
who volunteer, donate, 
pray and read these 
newsletters, it makes 
a difference to us and 
others. — Paul

He came to hear about what we do and 
meet some of those we work with, including 
those with experience of homelessness, 
long-term unemployment, mental illness 
and addiction. 

We gave the Archbishop the full MT guided 
tour (we’re always happy to give these for 
anyone who’d like to know more). 

He also met our founder Dave Smith and 
learnt more about his charity, The Boaz 
Trust, who work with destitute asylum 
seekers. Graham and Phil enjoyed some 
banter in the art area and Graham was able 
to present the Archbishop with one of his 
original painting to remember us by.

Congratulations to one of our Mustard 
Tree artists, Kaite, who is a runner up 
in a prestigious competition. 

Her entry (pictured) has been selected 
as one of ten runners up in the ‘Inspired 
by…’ competition. Winners’ work will be 
displayed at Manchester Art Gallery, and 
runners up will be in an online exhibition at 
www.manchestergalleries.org 

Mustard Tree staff and volunteers 
visited Wilson Carlile House for a 
presentation about the work we do. 

Several residents atthe hostel have already 
taken part in the Freedom Project, and 
more were keen to sign up after our 
presentation. If your church, school or 
organisation would like us to come and do a 
presentation for you, please contact either 
Janet or Lydia on 0161 228 7331 or email: 
office@mustardtree
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 Prayer Points
Please join us in prayer …

–   For positive outcomes for those we support seeking 
employment

–   Give thanks for our good relationship with the city 
Council

–   For food donations to replenish out food stores
–   For more corporate placements for Freedom Project 

trainees
–   For success in our bids for funding
–   For effective use of space in our warehouse
–   Give thanks for the hard work of all our volunteers

 We couldn’t 
do it alone

A very  
special visitor
On March 2nd we had the pleasure  
of hosting the Archbishop of York,  
John Sentamu.

Updates & 
events



But keeping our helpers fed is no easy 
task - and we certainly could not manage 
it without the hard work of our kitchen 
volunteers, who provide cooked lunches 
every day for as many as 80 people.

They have a varied menu of dishes – all, 
of course, delicious! A big Thank You to 
all our kitchen staff!

On 5th March Mustard 
Tree played host to 
a creative evening 
organised by Manchester 
Library Service as part 
of World Book Night. 
Across the UK a million 
books were given away 
in various venues. 
Our event saw writers 
and singers perform 
alongside staff and 

volunteers from Mustard Tree and other 
homeless services. There was a wonderful 
variety of musical talent, poetry and 
storytelling. The BBC reported from the 
event, with Stuart Maconie highlighting the 
issue of homeless-ness and the importance 
of books to many homeless people.

Mustard 
Tree cleans 
up
The streets of Ancoats are a much nicer 
place to be, thanks to a Clean Up Day held 
by Mustard Tree on March 31st.

More than twenty volunteers, local 
residents and Mustard Tree staff rolled 
up their sleeves and took to the streets 
to clear up litter, rubbish and graffi ti from 
the surrounding area – and made a huge 
difference in just a few hours.

Top legal recruitment fi rm Icon Search and 
Selection is using its business skills to help 
the homeless after choosing Mustard Tree 
as its nominated charity for the next year.

Martyn Maund, MD, will be using his 
consider-able clout in the business 
community to pull in much-needed funds 
and support for our work. Mustard Tree 
also has the support of the Icon Grumpy 
Club, whose members have visited several 
times and have taken the charity to their 
hearts. Members will also be taking part 
in future fundraising events including the 
tough Welsh 3000s Challenge, covering 
14 peaks in 24hrs, and the Bupa Great 
Manchester Run in May.

A quiet young man, Darren has lived in 
care for many years, but doesn’t talk much 
about his past. He was very committed to 
the project, volunteering for 4 or 5 days 
every week from the outset. At fi rst Darren 
talked about going to college to resume 
his studies in the construction industry, 
something he had started and then 
dropped out of in the past, although his 
heart didn’t seem to be in it. Discussions 
between Darren, his mentor and another 
volunteer at Mustard Tree led to him 

expressing a keen interest in computers 
and IT. After two months on the project, 
we were pleased to be able to fi nd Darren 
a placement with Rocksalt, a local IT 
company, for a day each week. This soon 
increased to two days a week and reports 
from Rocksalt show that he is being of 
good use to them as well as developing 
his knowledge of computers. Darren has 
now started his own enterprise refurbishing 
computers, based in the Mustard Tree 
building – Bill Gates should worry!

Icon MD Martyn Maund presents 
a cheque to our Chief Executive, 
Paul Wenham

Jez Green 
reading on 
World Book 
Night

Our 
newest 
sponsors

Another freedom success
Darren joined the Freedom Project in March 2010. 
At 18 years old he is the youngest Freedom volunteer 
we have had so far.

A good feed! …
They say that an army marches on 
its stomach, and Mustard Tree’s 
army of volunteers is no different!

… and a good read! 

 “Mustard Tree is an 
organisation which 
never ceases to 
amaze me” — Martyn Maund


